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Divisional Court File No.:

ONTARIO
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE

(DIVISIONAL COURT)

B E T W E E N:

MINNOW LAKE RESTORATION GROUP INC.
Applicant

- and –

CITY OF GREATER SUDBURY
Respondent

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW

TO THE RESPONDENT

A LEGAL PROCEEDING HAS BEEN COMMENCED by the Applicant. The

claim made by the Applicant appears on the following pages.

THIS APPLICATION for judicial review will come on for a hearing before the

Divisional Court on a date to be fixed by the Registrar at the place of hearing requested by the

Applicant. The Applicant requests that this application be heard by videoconference.

IF YOU WISH TO OPPOSE THIS APPLICATION, to receive notice of any

step in the application or to be served with any documents in this application, you or an Ontario

lawyer acting for you must forthwith prepare a Notice of Appearance in Form 38A prescribed by

the Rules of Civil Procedure, serve it on the Applicant’s lawyer or, where the Applicant does not

have a lawyer, serve it on the Applicant, and file it, with proof of service, in the office of the

Divisional Court, and you or your lawyer must appear at the hearing.

670/21
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-- 2 --

IF YOU WISH TO PRESENT AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER DOCUMENTARY

EVIDENCE TO THE COURT OR TO EXAMINE OR CROSS-EXAMINE WITNESSES

ON THE APPLICATION, you or your lawyer must, in addition to serving your Notice of

Appearance, serve a copy of the evidence on the Applicant’s lawyer or, where the Applicant does

not have a lawyer, serve it on the Applicant, and file it, with proof of service, in the office of the

Divisional Court where the application is to be heard as soon as possible, but at least four days

before the hearing.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR AT THE HEARING, JUDGMENT MAY BE GIVEN IN YOUR
ABSENCE AND WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU. IF YOU WISH TO OPPOSE
THIS APPLICATION BUT ARE UNABLE TO PAY LEGAL FEES, LEGAL AID MAY BE
AVAILABLE TO YOU BY CONTACTING A LOCAL LEGAL AID OFFICE.

DATE: Issued by:

Local Registrar
Address of Court Office:
130 Queen Street West
Toronto, ON M5H 2N5

TO: The City of Greater Sudbury
200 Brady Street
Sudbury, ON P3A 5P3

August 13, 2021 

           Nizhane Para
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APPLICATION

1. The applicant make application for:

(a) A declaration that the resolution of Council of the Respondent of July 14, 2021,

pertaining to the Greater Sudbury Events Centre is of no force and effect;

(b) The applicant’s costs on a substantial indemnity basis; and

(c) Such further and other relief as counsel may advise and this Honourable Court may permit.

2. THE GROUNDS FOR THE APPLICATION ARE:

(a) The applicant, Minnow Lake Restoration Group Inc. (the “Applicant”), is a community-

based organization that has expressed concerns at numerous stages of development of a

proposed community event centre known as the Greater Sudbury Event Centre (the “Event

Centre”) as part of the Kingsway Entertainment District (“KED”).

(b) The respondent, the City of Greater Sudbury (the “Respondent”), is the municipal

authority responsible for the proposed Event Centre and KED development.

(c) On July 14, 2021, the Council of the Respondent (“Council”) passed the following

resolution (the “Resolution”):

That staff proceed to advance the work required to develop the Event Centre
without further delay in accordance with the existing approved cost-sharing
agreement, a Project schedule that produces a facility which is ready to use in
2024 and regular process reporting to City Council, and that the Executive
Director of Communications, Strategic Initiatives and Citizen Service be
delegated authority to negotiate, execute and subsequently amend or extend any
agreements to produce the work required in the delivering of the Event Centre
Project in 2024, subject to Council’s approval of the following three decision
points. (a) confirmation of the site preparation contract including the
commencement date established with the site development partners, (b)
confirmation of the venue operator, (c) confirmation of final budget based on the

4
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result of the design build request for proposals.

(d) In passing the Resolution, the Mayor, Council and Senior Staff made numerous errors

of law, including:

(i) failing to comply with the rules of procedural fairness, including limiting

discussion and questions during the Council proceedings;

(ii) failing to disclose relevant and material information, that had it been known,

would likely have affected the result;

(iii) making misleading statements, that had the correct information been known,

would likely have affected the result;

(iv) proceeding hastily, without proper consideration of the matters in issue;

(v) proceeding unreasonably, including reaching an unreasonable conclusion;

(vi) proceeding with a lack of candor, frankness and impartiality, including arbitrary

and unfair conduct, and proceeding without the proper degree of fairness, openness and

impartiality, i.e. proceeding in bad faith as that term is known in law;

(e) Sections 2 and 6 of the Judicial Review Procedure Act, R.S.O. 1990, J.1;

(f) Rule 68 of the Rules of Civil Procedure; and

(g) Such further and other grounds as counsel may advise and this Honourable Court may

permit.

3. THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE WILL BE USED AT

THEHEARING OF THE APPLICATION:

(a) The record of proceedings in which the decision was made;

(b) The affidavit of John Lindsay, President (Chair) Minnow Lake Restoration Group; and

(c) Such further and other material as counsel may advise and this Honourable Court

5
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may permit.

DATE: August 13, 2021

ERIC K. GILLESPIE PROFESSIONAL
CORPORATION
Barristers & Solicitors
300-160 John Street
Toronto Ontario
M5V 2E5

Eric Gillespie (LSUC# 37815P)
Tel: 416-703-4047
Fax: 416-907-9147
E-mail: egillespie@gillespielaw.ca

Lawyers for the Applicant
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POLLARD VERBATIM 
(905) 294-0044

SUDBURY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

EXCERPTS 

INDIVIDUALS CONCERNED: 

BRIAN BIGGER, Mayor 

IAN WOOD, Executive Director of Strategic Initiatives, 
Community and Citizen Services 

ED ARCHER, Chief Administrative Officer 
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POLLARD VERBATIM 
(905) 294-0044

- 2 -

JANUARY 12, 2021 1 

2:54:45 - 2:57:00 2 

MAYOR BIGGER:  We have all waiting 3 

patiently for the legal and various other processes to 4 

conclude on the Kingsway Entertainment District.  In 5 

recent weeks, we have seen an enormous amount of public 6 

and council discussion, data, information, fax, 7 

letters, regarding this project.  And the reality is, 8 

much has changed since 2017.  No one could have 9 

predicted COVID-19, and as a community, we have been 10 

incredibly resilient but COVID-19 has had a significant 11 

impact.  We owe it to our citizens and ourselves to 12 

ensure that we have correct information to make some 13 

very big decisions in the coming months.  14 

For example, there are decisions to 15 

spend money on the KED project, and for this reason I 16 

am directing staff to conduct an analysis of all of the 17 

information that has been presented thus far to 18 

synthesize it into one report for the clarity of the 19 

public and for council.  We need clear, factual 20 

information upon which to make decisions.  So I will 21 

expect this report to be presented to council in Q-2 of 22 

2021, and at that time we will review the information 23 

at a special project meeting to have a really good 24 

discussion about the project.  This will give everyone 25 
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a good chance to prepare for that meeting and have that 1 

discussion.  Until we have all seen a report with 2 

accurate information in one place, I would ask that we 3 

hold on having further conversations about this very 4 

important project for our community.   5 

I’d like to thank everyone who has 6 

shared their views; I value them, I know that council 7 

values them.  But I don’t want the KED to continue to 8 

polarize the public and the council.  You know, 9 

everyone’s opinion is important, but I would like to 10 

guide us to the facts and accurate information in the 11 

special meeting of council, and I would also like us to 12 

turn our minds to some priorities that are immediate, 13 

such as the opioid crisis … 14 

 15 

FEBRUARY 9, 2021 16 

1:56:40 - 1:58:05 17 

MR. WOOD:  What I can say, also, is that 18 

this is a recommendation from staff.  Our 19 

recommendation is that we get the best information 20 

possible, the most current and up-to-date information, 21 

and we believe that this is the best way to be in touch 22 

with the most current information that is going on with 23 

regard to event centres across North America.  We do 24 

not have an architect employed at the City with the 25 

13
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capabilities to provide us advice.  We do not have -- I 1 

mean, yes, if I go back twenty years, I do have a 2 

certificate in environmental assessment from Lakehead 3 

University, but these are -- this is an area where we 4 

believe that council is investing or potentially wants 5 

to invest tens of millions of dollars into a singular 6 

project, one of the largest ones that the City has ever 7 

undertaken.  8 

And so our best advice is to seek the 9 

best advice and have it as current as possible, to 10 

review the information that is out there in the 11 

community that does exist; yes, it can be compiled, but 12 

it needs to be updated and made sure that it is 13 

effective, understandable, and put together in a way 14 

that can assist council to confirm its direction.  I 15 

don’t know, Mr. Shelsted, if you wanted to add anything 16 

to that? 17 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Perhaps, Mr. Archer, if 18 

you can add to that? 19 

MR. ARCHER:  Thank you, Mayor Bigger.  20 

Members of council, I understand the interest in the 21 

development of a deeper understanding of the approach 22 

that Mr. Wood is describing.  It is important to 23 

remember context here.  This is work that would be 24 

underway, that will also occur at the same time as our 25 

14
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vaccination planning with Public Health Sudbury and 1 

districts is underway, as with our routine service 2 

delivery processes that will ensure the 58 lines of 3 

service that have been continuously available since our 4 

virus response started remain that way, and while we 5 

are navigating, with your guidance, a budget 6 

deliberation process, all of which, by themselves, are 7 

substantial exercises.  There is a lot of risk 8 

associated with all of these processes and we want to 9 

make sure that they all get the appropriate level of 10 

attention.  11 

Mr. Wood has noted the value of the 12 

expertise and the connections that those who focus on 13 

the service areas bring to this work that will allow it 14 

to be done within the prescribed timeline that is 15 

recommended here.  And that should give you more 16 

assurance that the information is as topical, as 17 

current, and is as complete as it can be.  We will, of 18 

course, be part of this work.  Staff have local 19 

knowledge and an understanding of the operation that 20 

this facility will enter within, that will be useful 21 

for informing any updates to the data that existed in 22 

2015 that informed council’s decisions of the day, and 23 

that will need to be updated to bring you to a level 24 

where you are comfortable that the decision you’re 25 

15
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going to take on this file is the right one for the 1 

community now and for the next probably fifty years.  2 

So we need third-party expertise not only to 3 

accommodate the variety of other files that we are 4 

managing at the same time, not only to bring their 5 

expertise and their insights about the business itself 6 

into a discussion that will allow us to get up to speed 7 

quickly, but also to ensure that you are comfortable 8 

the information is all of those things; that it is 9 

complete, that it is timely, that it is accurate, and 10 

that it reflects the best, latest thinking 11 

 12 

2:06:00 - 2:09:05 13 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  Item, I believe 14 

it’s “I”, is the assessment of renovations, Sudbury 15 

Community Arena information presented to council on 16 

March 31
st
, 2015, will be reviewed and updated to the 17 

present context, including the most recent technical 18 

requirements for event centre facilities.  I wanted to 19 

ask whether we will also be considering all the 20 

information that has been presented to council, whether 21 

staff will be considering the information that was 22 

presented to council on October 6
th
, 2020, as well.  23 

Thank you. 24 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Mr. Wood? 25 

16
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MR. WOOD:  Through you, Mayor Bigger, I 1 

think, as we have indicated, there is a lot of 2 

information out there in the community from various 3 

sources.  Some has been presented to council.  I think 4 

the staff will take the broadest approach possible to 5 

inform the report coming back in June.  And if it’s out 6 

there, we will consider it.  Our intent will be to 7 

update the information that council already has, and 8 

present it in a way that is helpful for council in 9 

terms of confirming their direction. 10 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Okay, go ahead, 11 

Councillor McCausland. 12 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  Thank you, Mr. 13 

Mayor.  Through you, I want to know whether -- I was 14 

looking through -- I really think that the report is 15 

very straightforward, it’s really clear about the 16 

intention and the different things that will be 17 

covered, I think it is all excellent.  I was just 18 

wondering whether we would consider introducing the 19 

element of consideration of the CEEP plan in the lens. 20 

I know on May 28, 2019, we declared a climate 21 

emergency.  At the time of the events in our decision, 22 

there was no CEEP plan in the City of Sudbury.  But if 23 

this is truly an emergency, then the time to act is 24 

now.  And I believe we need to be leaders in our 25 
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community and begin this transition to the sustainable 1 

future that we can pass on to our children.  Our CEEP 2 

plan talks about developing a climate lens, and we have 3 

that later tonight on the later report.  I was 4 

wondering what better place to start figuring out what 5 

that would look like in this major investment that will 6 

hopefully last well beyond our net zero goals.  I would 7 

ask that although the lens is not entirely developed at 8 

this time, would it be possible to incorporate into 9 

this report an evaluation of how each option aligns 10 

with our CEEP plan. 11 

MR. WOOD:  So through you, Mayor Bigger, 12 

certainly I will take that under advisement.  I am, 13 

again, as you say, the lens is not fully developed, but 14 

I do understand council’s intent and I think that is an 15 

appropriate request to give that consideration through 16 

this process and incorporate it into the June report. 17 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  Thank you very 18 

much. 19 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Okay, Councillor 20 

Montpellier. 21 

COUNCILLOR MONTPELLIER:  Through you, 22 

Mr. Mayor, I have two items I’d like to talk about 23 

during the report, and I may need members of council to 24 

help me on this, because I’m looking for an amendment 25 

18
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to one component, and only one component that will be 1 

studied in the report.  And the amendment I’m looking 2 

for and the component is the section that talks about 3 

renovations.  I mentioned a while back right now there 4 

is billions of dollars sitting in grants, ready to go, 5 

for renovated buildings, green buildings, renovated 6 

green buildings.  So for that component, I would like 7 

to report -- to reach out to our federal government 8 

right now, as there is not a whole lot of construction 9 

going on in Canada.  They are sitting with billions.  10 

And I would find that a little bit remiss if this 11 

report did not tackle that, or at least approach it as 12 

part of.  So that’s my first thing.  And, again, maybe 13 

some of my colleagues can tell me how to make this --- 14 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Councillor Montpellier, I 15 

think Mr. Wood wants to respond.  I think that was also 16 

part of Mr. McCausland’s request. 17 

MR. WOOD:  Through you, Mayor Bigger, to 18 

the councillor; fair point, councillor.  And it is 19 

intended.  It may not be explicit in the report, but to 20 

examine the potential for funding from other sources 21 

will be a component that we will definitely report on, 22 

from both federal and provincial opportunities. 23 

 24 

 25 
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2:33:40 - 2:46:00 1 

COUNCILLOR LAPIERRE:  The one thing that 2 

I believe, and maybe somebody can direct me to the 3 

information if I’m wrong, but that I think that we 4 

should add or include into this report is the economic 5 

impact assessment, because I don’t think it was done 6 

wholesomely.  We had a one-pager from Mr. Bidulka, but 7 

nothing of a true economic impact on whether it’s at 8 

the Kingsway or downtown.  That additional information 9 

to be added to that would be great information to add 10 

to the report.  So I’m just wondering if that can 11 

confirm that that will be included in that report, Mr. 12 

Mayor? 13 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Mr. Wood? 14 

MR. WOOD:  Through you, Mayor, yes, 15 

councillor, I can indicate that the economic impact 16 

analysis will be more robust in this report than in 17 

2017.  We do have access to information and will be 18 

updating it and so, yes, it will -- it is identified 19 

both in terms of complementary benefits and economic 20 

impact as two of the criteria.  But in our initial 21 

review, Mr. Shelsted and I felt that there was room for 22 

additional work in this area, certainly. 23 

COUNCILLOR LAPIERRE:  Okay, that’s the 24 

only question I had for now.  Thank you, Mr. Mayor. 25 
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MAYOR BIGGER:  Thank you.  Councillor 1 

McCausland. 2 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  Thank you.  3 

Through you, Mr. Mayor, the speaking of these different 4 

items that we are looking at in this report, there is 5 

one item and one perspective that I was wondering if we 6 

were going to be incorporating, and that’s the 7 

public’s.  And I wanted to know whether it would be 8 

possible through you, Mr. Mayor, to include a review of 9 

which location or how they align, how they respond, to 10 

the desired amenities and elements that were identified 11 

to the public consultation that we performed for both 12 

the event centre and Festival Square, so that we can 13 

make sure that we were also considering the public 14 

consultation that we did between the decision and now 15 

and the decision on how to move forward. 16 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Mr. Wood? 17 

MR. WOOD:  Through you, Mayor, certainly 18 

we can undertake to review that information.  I am not 19 

a hundred per cent familiar with it, but we can review 20 

that and see how it can inform the report. 21 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Thank you.  Councillor 22 

Landry-Altman. 23 

COUNCILLOR LANDRY-ALTMAN:  Thank you, 24 

Mr. Mayor.  Well, this report is blooming as we speak. 25 
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It should be quite informative.  Would it also reflect 1 

actual costs and the difference in costs from estimates 2 

of 2017 and to now, or whenever this gets built.  3 

That’s one question.  4 

MR. WOOD:  Through you, Mayor Bigger, 5 

yes, a review of the capital and operating cost 6 

assumptions from the previous iterations will be part 7 

of this analysis. 8 

COUNCILLOR LANDRY-ALTMAN:  And also 9 

contributors to whichever project will be identified, 10 

are we to assume that the owner of the hotel will be 11 

identified and will we know of the financial situation 12 

for Gateway?  Because that’s the elephant in the room 13 

here.  Will that be included in that report, as well?  14 

Will we go that far? 15 

MR. WOOD:  Through you, Mayor Bigger, 16 

our intention is to provide up-to-date information on 17 

our partner’s commitment, yes, as part of this report. 18 

We can’t dictate, obviously, what our partners will put 19 

forward, but the most current and up-to-date 20 

information from them will be included in the report. 21 

There is not parameter in this proposed scope of work 22 

in terms of doing a business analysis of Gateway 23 

Casinos and so that’s not a part of the scope of work 24 

at this point. 25 
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COUNCILLOR LANDRY-ALTMAN:  Well, 1 

hopefully we will be further down the road in June than 2 

we are now.  I still think that September would be 3 

better; however, it is what it is and we’ll see.  Thank 4 

you. 5 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Councillor Vagnini. 6 

COUNCILLOR VAGNINI:  Through you, Mr. 7 

Mayor.  Is there a chance here that Councillor Lapierre 8 

brought up the point that maybe we should add this into 9 

one of the cost comparisons, is there a place where we 10 

could send some of the ideas that we have as opposed to 11 

sitting here, to be it Mr. Wood, whatever the case is, 12 

and say can you consider these as part of the report, 13 

and then make the decision on that. 14 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Mr. Wood, any thoughts on 15 

that process? 16 

MR. WOOD:  Through you, Mayor Bigger, 17 

certainly our intent is to keep council up to date on 18 

the process of this work.  And as staff, we are always 19 

willing to consider what councillors have to say.  In 20 

some cases, it may be something that is already 21 

incorporated and, you know, looking for reassurance 22 

that it is already there.  In other cases, perhaps it 23 

is something that could be added.  If it’s something 24 

that adds time or dollars to the effort, then perhaps 25 
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we may need to come back and ask for an additional 1 

consideration.  But in our opinion, this is already 2 

fairly broad in terms of dealing with the parameters 3 

that we have had in front us since 2017.  So it is 4 

fairly broad already, so certainly -- but we have an 5 

open door to council as we proceed. 6 

MR. VAGNINI:  Thank you, Mr. Wood.  7 

Through you, Mr. Mayor, the second part to that 8 

question, I guess, would be -- it came right out of my 9 

mind.  I’ll come back, Mr. Mayor 10 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Thank you, Councillor 11 

Vagnini.  Are there any other questions from council?  12 

I think we are very close to calling the question. 13 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  So going back to 14 

what Councillor Jakubo asked, just for clarification, I 15 

think it has been -- well, we’ve talked a fair bit 16 

about it already, but just specifically there’s no 17 

issue with -- and through the clerk to Mr. Labelle -- 18 

there’s no issue with staff bringing back information 19 

on Project Now, if they see fit, but we cannot 20 

stipulate directly through this report that they 21 

investigate Project Now without a reconsideration.  Is 22 

that correct? 23 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Mr. Labelle? 24 

MR. LABELLE:  Through you, Mr. Mayor, I 25 
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think if the request from a council member starts to 1 

look more like the motion that we had before council on 2 

December 15
th
, then I think it starts to go to the core 3 

intent and would require reconsideration.  I think on a 4 

minor scale, then council would be free to make 5 

amendments, if they wish, and similarly staff could 6 

review information, but so long as what is coming back 7 

is not exactly that which was requested in December, 8 

then I think it’s not a reconsideration and the 9 

resolution could be amended or, you know, and obviously 10 

staff could review the information that they see fit, 11 

which they have indicated that they would be looking at 12 

the information that is out there for this.  But what 13 

you have coming back, to my knowledge, is not a report 14 

on Project Now. 15 

MAYOR BIGGER:  What I would say is that, 16 

you know, staff have heard the questions, the comments, 17 

the inquiries.  They understand the interest in having 18 

a full and complete understanding of the information 19 

that is out there and trying to bring relevant, current 20 

information forward.  And so I would say that, you 21 

know, the opportunity is to let the report come back 22 

with that information in that council meeting, further 23 

information can be requested, clarification can be 24 

requested based on the report that we receive.  So, you 25 
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know, if council believes that -- they have expressed 1 

their interest in different types of information that 2 

they would see in the report, let’s let Mr. Wood and 3 

any consultants determine the format of that report and 4 

the content.  Councillor McCausland. 5 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  Thank you, a 6 

final point.  Just so -- I appreciate that, thank you. 7 

With all the other things that were talked about, the 8 

financial impact, the analysis that Councillor Lapierre 9 

mentioned, and public consultation, there was a couple 10 

of different things, I think, here and there, the CEEP 11 

plan.  Do we require an amendment to ensure that those 12 

will be part of this report, or is it understood and we 13 

will be quite confident that they will come forward in 14 

the June report? 15 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Mr. Wood, you have the 16 

live stream, but if you would respond to Councillor 17 

McCausland’s question? 18 

MR. WOOD:  Sorry, I don’t understand the 19 

live stream. 20 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Oh, well, you can review 21 

the tape. 22 

MR. WOOD:  Oh. 23 

MAYOR BIGGER:  If you need it for your 24 

notes. 25 
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MR. WOOD:  Yes, thank you, Mayor.  No, I 1 

think, as I indicated positively, when requested, I 2 

think council can rely on us to incorporate those types 3 

of considerations within the report. 4 

 5 

JUNE 16, 2021 6 

3:50:30 - 3:55:25 7 

COUNCIL SIGNORETTI:  Thank you, Mr. 8 

Mayor.  I know a lot of comments have been made for and 9 

against the KED for the proposal that has been brought 10 

forward.  I guess my disappointment, Mr. Mayor, is the 11 

fact that we asked for, between the energy plan, I know 12 

Councillor MacIntosh brought that up earlier in the 13 

first round; that wasn’t brought forward.  We asked -- 14 

Councillor Lapierre at the February meeting asked for 15 

an economic impact report; that wasn’t brought forward. 16 

Councillor Montpellier asked for government funding 17 

opportunities and that wasn’t brought forward.  And Mr. 18 

Wood indicated that staff would explore those 19 

opportunities, but I know firsthand, and I have no 20 

problem bringing this forward, and I know Councillor 21 

Montpellier also indicated this, is the federal 22 

government, senior levels of government, there is 23 

monies available for renovating existing facilities 24 

only, not for new builds, renovation of existing 25 
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facilities.   1 

So the struggle I have, Mr. Mayor, is 2 

that when -- yes, council made the decision back in 3 

2017, and I respected the decision.  I stayed very 4 

quiet at that time.  This is a new council.  And you 5 

may think I didn’t stay quiet, but I did stay quiet.  6 

So this is a new council, and a new council can reverse 7 

a decision and it can be done with a majority, not two-8 

thirds of a majority.  And, Mr. Mayor, I just want to 9 

make it clear that we talk about opportunities for 10 

investment in our inner city.  Well, there is an 11 

investment that -- an opportunity that could have saved 12 

the tax payers millions and millions of dollars.  And 13 

we chose not to look at that, or at least give it the 14 

opportunity to have it dissected.   15 

And you’re saying right now, well, we 16 

are investing in the downtown core, we’re putting in 17 

investments with the school of architecture.  But if we 18 

look at our downtown master plan or our downtown 19 

vitalization, we are ignoring that with the movement of 20 

the arena to the Kingsway site.  If you’re referring to 21 

Medicine Hat, and I know Mr. Bidulka said Medicine Hat 22 

has had success, well, if you look at the attendance at 23 

that arena once it was moved from the core, it has 24 

plummeted year after year after year.  And we have 25 
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heard it firsthand and I think Councillor McCausland 1 

may speak to that, I’m not sure if he will.  I know he 2 

has had conversations with Medicine Hat.  So the 3 

examples that Mr. Bidulka brought forward show all 4 

upsides for event centres in the downtown core, more 5 

than out on the Kingsway or the KED site.   6 

So the frustration that I have is that 7 

we tell taxpayers that we want to keep their taxation 8 

lower than the rate of inflation or keep monies in 9 

their pocket.  And we sit there and say we want to fix 10 

our existing infrastructure.  But with this decision, 11 

all we are doing is trying to add new infrastructure 12 

when we can’t maintain our existing infrastructure.  13 

And we’re telling to the commercial side and to the 14 

business owners in the downtown core thank you for your 15 

investment and thank you for your hard work, but we are 16 

going to take a major tenant out, so we are going to 17 

let you figure it out from here, with no guarantees 18 

from the development community that has brought forward 19 

a hotel and a casino option.  And we have seen letters 20 

of intent all the way back to 2017 that clearly stated 21 

we were supposed to get a motor sports park, we were 22 

supposed to get a soccer bubble, which never occurred, 23 

and a water sports centre.  So those investments 24 

haven’t materialized.  So for me, as a councillor 25 
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sitting around this table, I struggle very hard to hold 1 

any weight on any new development that would occur out 2 

there.  And the other point that I want to --- 3 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Sir --- 4 

COUNCILLOR SIGNORETTI:  Mr. Mayor, 5 

please don’t cut me off, because I just want to finish 6 

my last point, because I know you have allowed other 7 

councillors to speak at length, and they have spoken 8 

about different topics, either related to the report or 9 

non-related to the report.   10 

So all I want to finish off by saying is 11 

that we are not even looking at an opportunity to save 12 

the taxpayers tens of millions of dollars in their 13 

pocket in the time that we are in COVID, where 14 

businesses are struggling and small businesses are 15 

struggling and may not re-open, and we are turning a 16 

blind eye to that and a blind eye to the taxpayers.  So 17 

that’s all I want to say, and I want to go on record to 18 

say that is that our job as elected officials are 19 

supposed to take low-risk investment.  And to me, 20 

irregardless (sic) of what the consultant says, this is 21 

a high-risk move.  Thank you. 22 

  23 

4:09:00 - 4:10:36 24 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  In the February 25 
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meeting, I had asked about a number of different 1 

things.  I had said -- where is it here -- I had asked 2 

about specifically a number of different factors, how 3 

it impacted our CEEP plan, the public consultation 4 

results, those are all in the motion, Mr. Labelle, if 5 

you don’t mind putting it up.  In one of the motions to 6 

ask for -- and goes to the answer and, Mr. Mayor, I 7 

believe what you said at that meeting, I have it here, 8 

was that staff have heard the questions and comments 9 

and inquiries, they understand the interests in having 10 

a complete and full understanding of the information 11 

that is out there and try to bring relevant information 12 

forward, I would say that the opportunity is to let the 13 

report come back with that information.  In that 14 

council meeting further information could be requested.  15 

This is me, asking, saying I -- first of all, 16 

I did ask for those to be part of the report.  I asked 17 

Mr. Wood at that meeting if we required an amendment to 18 

ensure they would be part of the report; they were not 19 

part of the report, and you specified at that time that 20 

if we needed more information, this would be the best 21 

time to bring that forward.  So that’s what this second 22 

motion does.   23 

 24 

 25 
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JUNE 29, 2021 1 

3:31:05 - 3:36:45 2 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  Thank you very 3 

much, Mayor Bigger.  I have two members’ motions that I 4 

would like to present tonight, as was discussed at last 5 

week’s special city council meeting.  Council should 6 

have received those from the clerk about a week ago, a 7 

little bit less.  And I would ask if the clerk might be 8 

able to put the first motion up on the screen so that 9 

we can consider it.  And I will move the motion and I 10 

believe that Councillor Signoretti will second it to 11 

get it on the floor.   12 

COUNCILLOR SIGNORETTI:  Yes, I’ll second 13 

it, thank you.  14 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Thank you; moved and 15 

seconded.   16 

“… That staff undertake an analysis of 17 

potential approaches for modernizing the 18 

Sudbury Community Arena in a report to 19 

be produced no later than October, 2021, 20 

that fulfills the following objectives: 21 

retains the required elements for the 22 

facility to serve as a contemporary 23 

sports venue for professional league 24 

play; an event centre that hosts paid 25 
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performances such as concerts, trade 1 

shows, and other similar community 2 

events; and a community space available 3 

for year-round rental; delivers a 4 

financing plan that requires no more 5 

than 70 per cent of the anticipated 6 

construction cost required for a new 7 

event centre; and a five-year operating 8 

cost forecast that supports comparisons 9 

with a new event centre’s operation; and 10 

clearly describes the changes needed to 11 

either the facility’s required elements 12 

and/or the financing plan to produce a 13 

solution that effectively meets 14 

functionality and cost expectations …”   15 

Thank you, Mr. Clerk.  Councillor 16 

McCausland. 17 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  Thank you, Mr. 18 

Mayor.  So through you to my colleagues on council, 19 

this motion is really in response to what I thought 20 

some of us on council, some members of council and some 21 

members of the public, were expecting to be considered 22 

as part of the report that came forward last week from 23 

Price Waterhouse Cooper.  The idea that Project Now 24 

brought forward was that we might be able to get 80 per 25 
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cent of the product and 50 per cent of the cost.  And 1 

council didn’t want to go look at that Project Now idea 2 

specifically.  And I understand that there was some 3 

concern that it might be inappropriate to look at one 4 

architect firm’s plan as opposed to anybody else in 5 

town who might have a firm that might be interested in 6 

proposing something.  This motion would allow us to 7 

consider whether it’s possible, whether we can get that 8 

80 per cent product for 50 per cent of the cost.  And 9 

in this case, it says cannot go over 70 per cent of the 10 

cost, and anticipate construction costs required for a 11 

new event centre.   12 

And all this really stems from -- one of 13 

the main issues that I really felt I have witnessed 14 

since becoming a member of city council here, which is 15 

that sometimes I feel like we are unable -- there isn’t 16 

the proper mechanism to provide a cost benefit analysis 17 

of the different options that might exist before city 18 

council.  2015, this renovation was looked at and 6,000 19 

seats was considered with an upward range of $50 20 

million.  Now, I’m not sure how the report we got 21 

before us escalated and it’s over $100 million today, 22 

but what really needs to be considered is in the 2017 23 

Price Waterhouse Cooper report.  It identifies all the 24 

different aspects of a successful arena and what we 25 
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need in terms of making sure that the Wolves have a 1 

viable business plan, that we are giving concert to our 2 

community, that we are providing a space for trade 3 

shows that can operate effectively and sustainably.   4 

And so this motion asks for us to look 5 

at whether we can modernize the current Sudbury arena 6 

for a lower cost, which would ultimately free up 7 

capital for other items.  I believe that that is 8 

something that has not been fully explored because the 9 

renovation that was looked at previously didn’t have 10 

the information of that 2017 report to guide it.  And 11 

Project Now tried to do that, but we haven’t had a 12 

chance to actually investigate that.  So this would 13 

allow us to say, okay, where is the sweet spot?  14 

Instead of spending $114 million on the Kingsway to get 15 

the Rolls Royce, is there a Cadillac version that we 16 

can get for $70 million that is going to get all the 17 

benefits that city council is seeking in terms of 18 

community vibrancy, in terms of the affected 19 

programming and sustainable operation for a 20 

significantly reduced up-front cost.  And if that 21 

exists, I believe that to be the safest bet for our 22 

community.   23 

And so I really am urging my colleagues 24 

to consider is there an opportunity for us to look at 25 

35



 

 

POLLARD VERBATIM 
(905) 294-0044 

 

 
 

 
- 26 - 

                                  

this?  I know that some things some people might feel 1 

full steam ahead.  I will remind my colleagues that 2 

some members felt that the initial report that we just 3 

got back should not have come back until September, and 4 

we, thankfully, had that come back early so that there 5 

is a bit of a buffer, a bit of time for us to consider 6 

these other things and ensure we have all the 7 

information that is necessary to make this largest 8 

investment in our city’s history.  And so that is the 9 

motion.  I’m happy to answer any questions if anybody 10 

has specific questions on it, and I ask for your 11 

support today.  Thank you. 12 

 13 

3:40:00 - 3:43:17 14 

COUNCILLOR SIGNORETTI:  Thank you, Mr. 15 

Mayor.  Just along the same lines as Councillor 16 

McCausland has brought forward, I think it would be -- 17 

and I’m urging my colleagues to -- I think it is 18 

incumbent as good governors of the municipality of the 19 

Greater City of Sudbury, when new information comes 20 

forward where we can potentially save the taxpayers 21 

millions of dollars, and we don’t even take the 22 

opportunity to explore it, to me, I think it’s doing a 23 

disservice to the taxpayer, especially when in our 24 

community right now, when we are going through COVID, 25 
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plus the pandemic, COVID included with the pandemic, 1 

plus there’s 2500 workers at Valley currently laid off, 2 

not receiving a paycheque, and we just seen the 3 

troubles that Laurentian University is going through, 4 

where over 100 employees have been let go of their 5 

jobs, some seasoned employees, and those are not low-6 

income jobs, those are high income paying jobs.   7 

So with new information and I concur 8 

with Councillor McCausland on the comment, when we 9 

asked the report from PWC, we wanted to make sure we 10 

covered certain bases like economic impact, any 11 

potential for government funding, how it would affect 12 

our community energy plan that we, as council, passed 13 

unanimously because we felt that it was very important 14 

that we address those concerns.  So when something is 15 

available to us and this is not stopping a project, 16 

this is just making sure that we do the proper 17 

analysis, seeing if there is something out there that 18 

would save us, the community, monies, which we are all 19 

looking around the table to do that at budget time, we 20 

always look to try to bring the tax rate lower every 21 

time we are around this council table or around the 22 

finance table.   23 

So I don’t think this is an unreasonable 24 

request, I think this is something that should be 25 
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entertained, and if it does have the potential to save 1 

us millions of dollars where we can maximize that $200 2 

million instead of looking at a couple of projects, be 3 

able to do multiple projects, where we can do three or 4 

four projects with the same amount of money, wouldn’t 5 

that be important to all of us around the council table 6 

to see every part of our community getting a benefit 7 

from that $200 million?  So, again, I urge my 8 

colleagues to consider this; this is just adding to 9 

more due diligence as governors sitting around this 10 

table.  Thank you. 11 

 12 

3:45:00 - 3:47:40 13 

COUNCILLOR CORMIER:  Thank you, Your 14 

Worship.  I’ll be brief.  I concur with my colleagues 15 

in what has been put forward.  I am supportive of this 16 

motion and primarily -- and it goes back to the 17 

comments I made at our special meeting, and earlier 18 

than that, in February, when the initial direction was 19 

given, I suppose it’s fair, in hindsight, to look at 20 

that meeting and look at the language of the meeting, 21 

and, in a fair manner, suspect that different people 22 

could have walked away with different expectations.  23 

That’s fine.  I have expressed that I was under the 24 

impression that the review of the renovation of the 25 
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downtown arena wouldn’t be so much taking what was 1 

already planned, and taking it from that footprint and 2 

putting it on a different footprint, but rather this, 3 

what is being specifically asked for here.  And, okay, 4 

mea culpa, perhaps that should have been baked in the 5 

cake in February, but I’m not alone, Mr. Mayor, in 6 

assuming that the type of analysis that is being asked 7 

for now was going to form part, at least part, of the 8 

review that was requested.   9 

So, you know, not laying blame for that, 10 

you know, what’s done is done, what happened, happened, 11 

but I don’t consider myself an unreasonable person and 12 

I do believe it was reasonable to walk away from that 13 

meeting thinking that we were going to get this; 14 

perfectly reasonable as well for someone to walk away 15 

perhaps thinking something completely differently.  I 16 

view this as just putting the specificity in the 17 

request.  As Councillor McCausland has pointed out, we 18 

do have time to button these things down.   19 

An oft-used phrase in carpentry is 20 

“measure twice and cut once.”  And if that doesn’t 21 

apply in a situation where we are about to make the 22 

single largest investment in a generation, if not the 23 

history of the City of Greater Sudbury dollar-wise, 24 

then I don’t know where else it would apply, Mr. Mayor. 25 
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And I see no harm in dotting the I’s and crossing the 1 

T’s so that at the end of the day, whichever way our 2 

city goes, it will go in that direction with a full set 3 

of information, a full set of facts, and even though 4 

not everybody is going to agree, no matter what, it is 5 

incumbent upon us to overturn every stone to be able to 6 

defend the direction the city goes in.  So I’m 7 

supportive of this motion.  Thank you, Mr. Mayor. 8 

 9 

3:56:30 - 4:00:25 10 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  Thank you very 11 

much, Mayor Bigger.  And also responding to Councillor 12 

Leduc earlier.  I just want to remind my colleagues 13 

that last week the consultant Rob Bidulka fully 14 

admitted that the conclusion that his report arrived at 15 

was based upon a thousand jobs and $35 million of 16 

investment being incorrectly attributed to the Kingsway 17 

Entertainment District.  Hopefully, he said, that will 18 

help to encourage the other things to grow up into a 19 

district.  But as someone who has worked in the film 20 

industry for many years, I can assure that they are 21 

quite insular in terms of their activities.   22 

I just want to assure everyone that this 23 

is not a stall tactic.  If this was a stall tactic, I 24 

wouldn’t have asked to waive notice, I would have 25 
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presented it and we can talk about it two weeks or a 1 

month from now.  This is absolutely -- I tried to deal 2 

with this last week.  I want this to be done 3 

responsibly and respectfully.  And when we are 4 

concerned about the potential for there to be the 5 

roaring twenties estimate of 18 months of revenue, I’m 6 

reminded this is a 50-year asset, this is a community 7 

arena.  And we need to ensure that this is going to be 8 

a safe bet, the most prudent investment that we can 9 

make.  And when we saw those examples, they were none 10 

of a suburban arena similar to the Kingsway 11 

Entertainment District that had yielded the expected 12 

results.  They expected success.   13 

The question that this asks has not been 14 

answered.  We do not have any report that says okay, 15 

this is what perfect looks like, that’s the blue sky.  16 

What happens if we try to meet in the middle and find 17 

the best sweet spot, that balance of diminishing 18 

returns, what is going to get the greatest benefit for 19 

our citizens without blowing the budget on it.  And if 20 

I’m not mistaken, we have a $24 million shortfall with 21 

the $90 million that we had borrowed for KED.  We still 22 

have to find enough to get up to 114 now, by the sounds 23 

of things, as well as no funding for junction web, no 24 

funding for fire hall renovations, no funding for our 25 
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depot master plan.  We heard a lot of that last week.  1 

We are going to be in for hundreds of millions of 2 

dollars in the years ahead. That’s not even -- and 3 

that’s before we get to our roads.   4 

And so I really think that if we want to 5 

ensure that we are doing the right thing, we need to 6 

answer this question first, and this might provide an 7 

opportunity for us to live more within our means and 8 

ensure that we are doings things and with that great 9 

balance of cost and benefit.  And the real question I 10 

have -- and I asked this before about Project Now, what 11 

is anyone afraid of?  I mean, we could ask this 12 

question, we still have to go get a venue operator, 13 

we’ll have the response back, and we can move forward 14 

with confidence knowing that we are doing the right 15 

thing.  If this comes back, we say no, not interested 16 

in that option.  I mean, I really wish that this had 17 

been answered last week.  And the heavy-handed, oh, 18 

well, if you try to meet everything just perfect so the 19 

numbers in the 2017 it’s really expensive because you 20 

had to knock down every wall in the building and move 21 

them out, but I didn’t -- da.  I mean, that’s pretty 22 

obvious.   23 

So this was the question that was hoped 24 

to be answered; I believe, this is the question that I 25 
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always wanted to see answered, and that I feel the need 1 

to be answered to be able to move forward with this 2 

project responsibly.  And I just ask that -- I ask 3 

humbly for your support of this to give this some 4 

consideration before we make this -- before we finally 5 

move forward with the Kingsway Entertainment District, 6 

if that’s what the community wants.  Thank you. 7 

 8 

4:13:00 - 4:17:50 9 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  Thank you very 10 

much, Mayor Bigger.  So this motion speaks very 11 

specifically to a number of the different questions 12 

that were raised by councillors in the February 13 

meeting.  In fact, I asked specifically about a number 14 

of these and whether it would require at that time an 15 

amendment to ensure that they would be part of the 16 

report that came back to council.  I was obviously 17 

quite disappointed when I saw that many of these had no 18 

-- were not addressed in any way in the actual staff 19 

report or in the report from Price Waterhouse Cooper.  20 

In terms of any more information, I 21 

would like to remind the committee and yourself, Mr. 22 

Mayor, that you said at that meeting in February “Staff 23 

have heard the questions, the comments, the inquiries. 24 

They understand the interests in having a full and 25 
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complete understanding of the information that is out 1 

there, and trying to bring current relevant information 2 

forward.  I would say that the opportunity is to let 3 

the report come back with that information.  In that 4 

council meeting, further information could be 5 

requested.”  This is me making that request, and that’s 6 

why I originally had tabled this motion last week 7 

before being told it would be better to have this at 8 

this meeting.   9 

What this looks at is a couple different 10 

aspects, and the first is economic impact, because the 11 

report that we got said Price Waterhouse Cooper doesn’t 12 

really do that anymore, we don’t -- and so we don’t 13 

really know is this going to be creating jobs or is 14 

this going to be moving jobs.  And that’s a concern 15 

I’ve heard a lot about, and I just want to make sure 16 

that if we are, you know, does either of the options 17 

actually have a positive or negative or net zero impact 18 

on employment, I think that’s something we need to 19 

know.  The announcement of the alignments with all CEEP 20 

goals, we made a climate crisis emergency declaration. 21 

You know, for us to put our money where our mouth is, 22 

to walk the talk, but I really feel that this being the 23 

largest investment in our city’s history, it is 24 

important for us to ensure that we have evaluated it 25 
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under our CEEP plan to see how it aligns with our 1 

goals.  We will, I mean, obviously, I want to see how 2 

the different options do, but I think this is a 3 

valuable exercise, regardless.   4 

The further analysis of senior 5 

government funding opportunities was something 6 

Councillor Montpellier brought up in February.  And the 7 

further analysis of transport implications is something 8 

that is really important to me.  And I’ve asked a 9 

number of times, what about the people who don’t have 10 

cars?  And to me it really is a question of equitable 11 

access to our community arena.  And as I represent a 12 

number of constituents who don’t have access to 13 

vehicles, I feel it is our duty to ensure that we are 14 

realistic to know about what the costs will be and what 15 

the options will be for people who don’t have a car to 16 

get to our community arena in a reasonable way at a 17 

reasonable price.  And so it’s really just -- I’ve 18 

heard a number of people say yeah, we’re going to have 19 

bus service, yeah, it’s gonna be there, it’s gonna be 20 

this.  We haven’t actually figured out what that looks 21 

like.  I think we need to do that.  And so that’s what 22 

that asked for.   23 

And the final piece of information that 24 

I think is really important is that we have already 25 
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done public consultation on both the event centre and 1 

Festival Square.  Is there an opportunity for us to use 2 

the existing consultation that we have done to be sure 3 

that the different options that we’re looking at, which 4 

respond to the amenities that are desired by our 5 

citizens and make sure that our investment is aligned 6 

with that, and otherwise that we have a plan to realize 7 

those amenities for our citizens.   8 

And so these are all -- like the reason 9 

why I separated these out, besides the fact that I 10 

think it’s different subject matters, is that I feel 11 

like this is -- these are all a valuable exercise, 12 

regardless of the direction that we go and regardless 13 

of us following through with the 2017 direction of 14 

council.  So these are just about getting more 15 

information about making sure we are thinking about 16 

this holistically from the ground up.  And so I would 17 

ask that we please consider getting us more information 18 

that was really a promise to council at that meeting, 19 

the opportunity to provide more information as promised 20 

by you, Mayor Bigger, and I ask my colleagues to please 21 

support this motion so that we can answer some of these 22 

questions and ensure that we are moving forward in a 23 

responsible and innovative way.  Thank you. 24 

 25 
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4:29:11 - 4:31:30 1 

COUNCILLOR SIGNORETTI:  Thank you, Mr. 2 

Mayor.  Along the similar lines as Councillor 3 

McCausland, but to add some context is that, Mr. Mayor, 4 

yourself, indicated that if we wanted more information, 5 

that council has the privilege to -- opportunity to ask 6 

for more information.  When we’re dealing with a 7 

hundred million, north of a hundred million for project 8 

of this magnitude, regardless of the project, and when 9 

it’s -- the request has come forward by different 10 

councillors around the table, Councillor McCausland 11 

indicated himself, Councillor Montpellier, but also I 12 

also know that Councillor Lapierre was looking at -- 13 

and I’m just throwing it out there, and sorry, 14 

Councillor Lapierre, I’m not putting you on the spot -- 15 

but the economic impact analysis.  And when those 16 

informations -- that information wasn’t part of the 17 

report and you’ve clearly indicated that if it’s not in 18 

the report, we can ask for that information.  I don’t 19 

consider this as a stall tactic; again, this is our job 20 

as good governors around this table to make sure we 21 

have a complete and all the analysis that we requested.  22 

And in this case, there’s three key 23 

factors that were missing from that report, which, to 24 

me, is a signal that we need that information to have a 25 
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hundred per cent of the information.  So if the price 1 

tag is not 18,000 and it is 25,000, I think that’s a 2 

marginal fee to pay to get a hundred per cent of the 3 

report.  So we, as councillors, sitting around the 4 

table can feel confident with whatever decision we make 5 

moving forward.  And if it’s three or four months to 6 

make that decision, to me it’s three or four months 7 

that I think is priceless.  I think it’s something that 8 

we need to do as a council around this table to make 9 

sure.  And we always ask for information on other 10 

issues and ask for direction on other topics for more 11 

information for clarity, for other information.  And 12 

council has always been open to that.  So I’m hoping my 13 

colleagues would look at this as an opportunity to 14 

close the loop on areas that were gaps in the 15 

presentation provided by PWC.  Thank you. 16 

 17 

4:31:40 - 4:33:00 18 

COUNCILLOR McINTOSH:  Thank you.  I will 19 

try not to repeat that Councillor McCausland has 20 

already said.  I watched the live stream as well from 21 

last February, and he did ask for -- council asked for 22 

a number of things which we did not receive.  It’s very 23 

clear we did not receive it in the PWC report.  And we 24 

were, as we expressed back on June 16
th
, disappointed 25 
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in the report because it did not reflect what we asked 1 

for, clearly asked for.  And one of the ones that I -- 2 

and I spoke to this two weeks, and I’m not going to 3 

repeat myself again, but we did ask for a robust 4 

economic impact analysis of this project and we did not 5 

get a robust economic impact analysis at all.  Mr. 6 

Bidulka could not answer a number of our questions with 7 

regard to the economic changes that are going on right 8 

now as we speak, during the pandemic, also the impacts 9 

after the pandemic.  So, you know, I think it’s only 10 

fair that we get our questions answered; we asked for 11 

them.  We were told that we would get these answers and 12 

that if we didn’t get them in the report, that we could 13 

ask for them again.  And we’re asking for them again.  14 

So thank you very much.  I will be supporting this 15 

motion. 16 

 17 

JULY 14, 2021 18 

6:43:20 - 6:48:00 19 

COUNCILLOR McCAUSLAND:  Thank you very 20 

much, and thank you to my colleagues for the 21 

indulgence.  A 2012 article from the Atlantic called: 22 

“If you build it, they might not come,” the risky 23 

economics of sports stadiums reads:  24 

“… Time after time, politicians approve 25 

49



 

 

POLLARD VERBATIM 
(905) 294-0044 

 

 
 

 
- 40 - 

                                  

public funds selling the stadiums as 1 

public works projects that will boost 2 

the local economy and provide a windfall 3 

of growth.  However, according to 4 

leading sports economists, stadiums and 5 

arenas rarely bring about the promised 6 

prosperity and instead leave cities and 7 

states mired in debt that they can’t pay 8 

back …”   9 

In many ways, I’m here on council today 10 

because of this debate.  I have never been involved in 11 

or particularly interested in municipal politics, had 12 

never even known who my councillor was.  I took for 13 

granted the incredible work that is the City of Greater 14 

Sudbury, took for granted the clean drinking water, 15 

plowed streets, mowed lawns, and was guilty of many of 16 

the assumptions that I now deal with on a daily basis. 17 

The first time I ever got involved was on that fateful 18 

day in 2017 when I went to council chambers to show my 19 

support for the downtown recommendation and to protest 20 

a path that I saw as moving our city backwards.   21 

Leading up to that day, I have to say 22 

that I personally was embarrassed when I saw that my 23 

local city leaders decided to adjust the scoring matrix 24 

to put convenience above all else, to make parking 25 
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first and city building last.  I read the report and 1 

was frustrated that the KED scored first in cost, 2 

downtown second, when the numbers were early estimates 3 

and there was only a one per cent difference between 4 

the costs and the KED and the downtown sites.  Despite 5 

those issues, the $360,000 report still recommended the 6 

downtown site.  That day, against the recommendation, I 7 

saw my city leaders vote in opposition to our downtown 8 

master plan in opposition to the draft official plan 9 

and without heed for the report’s warnings for delays 10 

and appeals.   11 

This issue has caused a severe rift in 12 

our community, and there was a lot of contradictory 13 

information flying around.  That wasn’t all that 14 

surprising as on the day of the vote, the True North 15 

Strong Centre website proclaimed such false promises 16 

that it would only cost $60 million, was zoned and 17 

ready for development, and would not cause taxes to 18 

increase at all.  Later, a friend encouraged me to 19 

speak at the planning committee meeting for the 20 

rezonings.  There I saw a wealth of community leaders, 21 

one after another, standing up and speaking against 22 

this idea, sharing evidence, examples, anecdotes, and 23 

their diverse perspectives.  The vast majority of 24 

people at those meetings came to speak against the KED, 25 
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with only a couple people standing up to say that they 1 

thought it was great and bring jobs.   2 

I see the same thing still today.  After 3 

weeks it seems almost every day another letter from 4 

another voice appears in the paper asking us to 5 

reconsider.  A few of our community leaders also 6 

donated hundreds of hours of their own time putting 7 

together an alternate plan that could potentially save 8 

the city tens of millions of dollars.  They offered 9 

that “Made in Sudbury” plan to us for free and we chose 10 

not even to investigate that opportunity.  As I said, I 11 

really haven’t had an opportunity to debate the merits 12 

of the KED around the council table since being 13 

elected.  At first it was before the LPAT, and I 14 

thought we’ll turn this thing around.  Then it was 15 

before Superior Court, which I thought might strike the 16 

plan down.  We were asked to pause the debate for a 17 

sober second look, which I thought would reinforce the 18 

original recommendation.  I thought that after years of 19 

the hype wearing off and the reality coming in to 20 

focus, and our asset renewal needs taking shape, we 21 

would reconsider.   22 

One key issue remains, which I do not 23 

believe has been properly considered.  I believe the 24 

Kingsway Entertainment District plan, it bothers me 25 
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most of all because I believe it is discriminatory.  We 1 

have, like so many other cities before us, decided to 2 

put cars before people, to put parking and convenience 3 

above everything else.  This is a mistake on many 4 

levels, but most of all morally because not everyone 5 

owns a car.  Imagine if council had changed the matrix 6 

to make our city’s number one priority at the event 7 

centre parking for BMWs.  It sounds ridiculous, but the 8 

current situation might not feel all that different if 9 

you can’t afford a car.  This is supposed to be our 10 

city’s community gathering space, and we have 11 

effectively told our residents who don’t own cars that 12 

they are not invited.  It’s easy for us as privileged 13 

people around this table to become detached from this 14 

issue.  Our concerns are often one car or two, should I 15 

consider electric, buy new or lightly used?  We don’t 16 

have to worry about biking down a busy highway at night 17 

to see a Wolves game, or loading up the kids for an 18 

hour plus trip each way on multiple buses to see their 19 

favourite, Paw Patrol.  We don’t get it, but we are 20 

aware of it, and the choice is ours.  We have chosen to 21 

put our community gathering place somewhere that is 22 

harder to get to for those that have the hardest time 23 

getting around.  We have decided to move our city 24 

further away from walkability and sustainability.  We 25 
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have betrayed our plans and are working against so many 1 

of the values we claim to espouse.  All this in pursuit 2 

of our very own rock cut of dreams.  We still have the 3 

chance to change our path.  Maybe we can save tens of 4 

millions of dollars, while keeping our city’s gathering 5 

place near the central hub of our newly improved 6 

(indiscernible) system, at the centre of our newly 7 

built Paris Notre Dame bikeway, and within walking 8 

distance of tens of thousands of residents.  We can yet 9 

follow through with our master plan and invest in our 10 

existing infrastructure, go with the greener option and 11 

ensure that we are sustaining and increasing the much-12 

needed foot traffic in our downtown core.  We can still 13 

do the right thing and I urge my colleagues to please 14 

reconsider this path.  Thank you. 15 

 16 

6:49:09 - 6:49:50 17 

MAYOR BIGGER:  Go ahead, Councillor 18 

Signoretti. 19 

COUNCILLOR SIGNORETTI:  Thank you, Mr. 20 

Mayor.  I’m probably not going to speak as detailed or 21 

as eloquent as my colleague, Councillor McCausland, but 22 

he made a lot of valid points, a lot of points that I 23 

think as councillors we need to really look at.  We’re 24 

moving on a path of just putting our heads in the sand 25 
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and just plowing through and trying to get this event 1 

centre up and running at all costs and just move it 2 

forward so we can say that we accomplished something.  3 

Well, to me, to accomplish something is not the right 4 

thing.  So, again, I appreciate the comments made by 5 

Councillor McCausland, and I echo those comments.  6 

Thank you. 7 

 8 

 9 

********************** 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

   23 

 24 

 25 
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THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the foregoing 
is a true and accurate transcription of 
a digital recording provided to me to  
the best of my skill and ability. 
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