Attention: MP Paul Lefebvre

June 18th 2017

Request for Assistance:
After many attempts to resolve an issue with respect to contamination of a local body of water (Minnow Lake)
we are turning to your office for help as this is a Federal matter involving the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans as the contamination involves discharge of a deleterious substance inhabited by fish and as such in
violation of the Federal Fisheries Act.
We have been unable to deal directly with Fisheries and Oceans with respect to this matter and have been
referred to the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (see attached letter of April 4th 2017
and the reply of June 16th from the Minister). You will note there is no reference to our concerns, specifically
the removal of the contaminates prior to the installation of storm water treatment facilities which took place in
205 in Lake Nephawin (attached news article from that time).
We have corresponded with the city (Mr. Paul Javor in charge of the project) and the most recent quoted
correspondence below in the past week since we learned that bids for the project were well above budgeted
amounts:
"John, We are exploring options to secure funding to construct the project this year. It will delay the
construction. Construction of the treatment facility is our first priority and sediment removal will happen in the
future after construction as was planned" Paul
To which we answered:
"Thanks Paul for the reply: As the shortfall is significant do you have any idea as to how long the delay will
be?
As you know our group has a mandate to "restore" the lake therefore the name "restoration group" and that is
the reason we feel that the first priority should be to remove the sediment already deposited and why we have
used the Nephawin precedent as our argument.
As costs have escalated for the treatment facility you can understand why we feel even more concerned that
removal of the sediment, which has no budget or timetable, may ever take place. It would seem that Lake
Nephawin deserved more attention than Minnow Lake - we wonder why and also why sediment removal and
budgeting and a timetable were not a priority in the "plan".
I am sure you agree that the city has a responsibility to provide equal treatment, and we have never been
provided a reason as to why the environmental issue of sediment removal prior to construction of the treatment
facility as took place for Nephawin was considered.
This situation presents an environmental concern that needs to be addressed, Whether or not the MOECC
and/or Fisheries and Oceans will require action to be taken as with Nephawin the city should do so
regardless. John"
Action Request: To determine if this is a matter that the Federal department of Fisheries and Oceans can
address and in what manner and time frame and if the same requirement can be made of the city with respect to
Minnow Lake as was the case with Lake Naphawin in the matter of removal of the deleterious substance prior
to installation of any storm water treatment measures.
John Lindsay, Chair, Minnow Lake Restoration Group – 705-507-6037 (Cell) 705-525-7526 (Work).

Minnow Lake showing storm sewer outlet sediment
Note: The city was “ordered” to remove similar “plumes” in another Sudbury lake (Nepahwin) in 2005
by Fisheries and Oceans Canada.

