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All Welcome

Past - Present and Future
A look back - at now and ahead

Due to the pandemic it has been
some time since we formally met,
therefore an opportunity to look
back in the 40 year history of the
organization from a presentation
which was shown to the Sudbury
Rotary Club just before COVID.

Our science adviser, Brad Bowman,
with the help of volunteers from the
Junction Creek Stewardship
committee conducted a recent fish
survey of Minnow Lake. The
process and findings will be
presented at the meeting together
with lab results from water and
sediment sampling.

More lakes than any other city in Canada, certainly
something to celebrate, however this comes with a
responsibility to care for this precious resource which
is essential for human and aquatic life.
Of our more than 330 lakes, many are rural and
pristine while others more urban are subject to
degradation from various sources including
commercial development with large parking areas and
roadways contributing salt and other contaminates.
Some harmful elements can be removed by filtration
and other means but salt (sodium chloride) and other
ice melting agents cannot, and the only remedy is to
reduce use as practically possible which simply
means to limit development in sensitive areas in the
watershed surrounding water bodies in danger. This
includes Lake Ramsey where sodium and chloride
levels are already at harmful levels for both humans
(on salt restricted diets) and forms of aquatic life on
which fish depend.
More on this topic and others of importance on
reverse including annual meeting agenda.

Activity Update

Restoration Group Mandate

We have been advised that work to restore the
popular Bancroft Waterfront Park walkway will
be undertaken at a reported cost of $400,000.
This will include drainage issues and the
replacement of walkway surfaces and benches
as required. The large infestation of the
invasive Phragmite plants as shown below have
proven difficult to remove and the city is
exploring different methods to control.

At one time almost the entire lake was covered
with the invasive Eurasian Milfoil plant which
has infected many area lakes. However, in
recent years the plant for unknown reasons
has not been a problem in Minnow Lake, a
phenomenon we continue to study. There is a
variety of other plant life that exists and will be
discussed at the meeting.

While the focus of the group has been the
restoration of Minnow Lake for public use, the
mandate extends to the entire watershed
which includes Ramsey Lake, and in particular
the north shore of this most important water
body. Our organization is incorporated with
environmental charity status and has been
engaged in recent years working to protect the
water quality of Lake Ramsey from threats
which have been revealed in the recent Lake
Ramsey sub-watershed study. The report can
be accessed on the website of the Greater
Sudbury Watershed alliance of which we are a
member at www.gswa.ca.

Oct. 5th Meeting Agenda
6.30 p.m. Minnow Lake Legion

Of considerable concern are the storm water
deposits of sediment largely from road runoff
into the lake that likely has affected aquatic
life and fish populations besides contributing
to the degradation of lake water quality. A
filtration system was installed in the parking
lot of Minnow Lake Place (corner of Lonsdale
and Bancroft Drive) but the large plume of
sediment shown above was not removed like
was done for a similar deposit in Lake
Nephawin in 2005 at the urging of Fisheries
and Oceans Canada. What can be done will be
explored.

Presentations: History and Fish Survey
Presidents and Financial Report (Note: Past
reports are on the Charities Canada Website)
Technical Reports: Brad Bowman and Jan
Linquist with recommendations
Other business and adjournment
Note 1: As the municipal election campaign is
taking place there will be no opportunity for
political electioneering or comments during
this meeting, but informally following.
Note 2: The Thanksgiving Fall Colours walk in
the Oak Forest with Dr. Peter Beckett will take
place Monday Oct. 10th from Minnow Lake
Place at 1:30 p.m weather permitting.
For more information on meeting or walk
please e-mail: info.minnowlake@gmail.com
or call 705-507-6037

